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BOSTON

boston deadline

The City of Boston has until June 30 to
close down its South Bay Avenue
incinerator. The City had been notified as
early as October, 1972, that it was not
meeting emission limitations prescribed
by the State’s implementation plan. The
enforcement order requiring the shutdown
was issued by EPA March 5.

alr pollution meeting

The Air Pollution Control Association
will hold its 68th Annual Meeting in
Boston June 15-20. A number of speakers
from EPA Headquarters are on the
program, as well as two former Region [
employees. Thomas Bracken, former
Regional Counsel, will speak on **Air
Quality Maintenance and Land Use
Implications,”” and Anthony Cortese,
presently at the Harvard School of Public
Health, will speak on *‘Determination of
Environmental Carbon Monoxide
Exposures Through Personal
Monitoring.”’

nuclear power plant

Region I recently announced conditions
that will have to be met if a proposed
nuclear power plant is constructed in
Seabrook, N.H., by the Public Service
Company of New Hampshire.

EPA is concerned about the heat of the
discharged water and the structure and
location of the intake valve. Jeffrey
Miller, director of Region I's
Enforcement Division, said the company
can use once-through cooling rather than a
cooling tower. However, the company
will have to modify the water intake to
protect shellfish, fish, and wildlife.

NEW YORK

salt water tower

Regional Administrator Gerald M.
Hansler recently presented a special
award to the Atantic City Electric Co.,
Atlantic City, N.J., for building the first
natural-draft salt water cooling tower in
the Nation. Mr.Hansler said the tower at
the B.L. England plant, Beesely's Point,
N.J., was designed after EPA informed
the company that once-through cooling
would not meet certain water quality
criteria recommended to New lJersey by
EPA. The tower protects Great Egg
Harbor Bay from heated water discharge
which could adversely affect existing
marine life.

$1,000 for tampering

Hory Chevrolet, Larchmont, N.Y |
agreed to pay a $1,000 fine for replacing
the standard, emission-controlled engines
intwo Vega coupes (1972 and 1973) with
uncontrolled 1970 Corvette-type engines
in violation of the Clean Air Act. In the
consent decree filed by the Justice
Department, the company also agreed to
aninjunction against any future emissions
tampering.

puerto rico smoke

The Puerto Rico Water Resources
Authority agreed to correct visible smoke
emissions and set compliance schedules at
two generating plants: San Juan Steam
Plant, Puerto Nuevo; and South Coast
Steam Plant, Guayanilla. The Authority
was ordered to burn fuel with a sulfur
content of no more than one percent (o
comply with revisions in Puerto Rico's
Clean Air regulations.

gas station checkup

Visits to more than 1,600 service stations
in Region Il indicate that 98 percent are
offering unleaded gas needed for the
proper functioning of catalytic converters
on many 1975 cars. Inspectors,
sametimes using a specially equipped
mobile van, visited stations at random to
make certain the gas was available and
that the station had proper nozzles and
signs. Minor violations occurred in a
small number of cases. Where unleaded
gas was notavailable, it was usually due to
late deliveries.
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PHILADELPHIA

federal installations

Region 111 has pioneered a new approach
to insure that Federal installations comply
with provisions of the Clean Air Act.
Many Federal installations that have
difficulty attaining emission standards
have been reluctant to sign compliance
agreements with State agencies because of
Federal sovereignty questions. In these
cases, the-Region’s Federal Activities
staff meets with the staff of the Federal
agency tonegotiate acompliance schedule
satisfactory to both sides. EPA maintains
close liaison with the State to ensure that
all requirements of the State
Implementation Plan are met. After
agreement has beenreached, the Regional
Administrator and a senior official of the
other Federal agency sign a consent
agreement and compliance schedule.
The first such agreement was reached with
the Naval Surface Weapons Center, Silver
Spring, Md. Agreements have also been
signed with the National Naval Medical
Center, Bethesda, Md.; the Naval
Training Center, Bainbridge, Md.; and
the Bureau of Printing and Engraving,
Washington, D.C.

The Region is negotiating agreements
with six other Federal installations.

)

ATLANTA

steel company dispute

EPA and U.S. Steel are in a confrontation
on open hearth furnaces in the company’s
Birmingham, Ala., operation similar to
the one last fall in Gary, Ind., which
resulted in shutdown by the company of
some furnaces—and a side argument

PAGE 10

about how many jobs were affected.
Involved in Alabamaare five open hearths
atU.S. Steel’s Ensley Works. Ensley is a
suburb of Birmingham. In its other
operations in this southern steel-and-coal
producing city, the big steel company has
switched to the basic-oxygen process and
has announced plans for installing such
facilities in Ensley. But at the same time,
U.S. Steel has in effect sought a delay
until late 1977.

The Jefferson County Health Department
first indicated dissatisfaction with the
request. Now Region IV has by letter
informed U.S. Steel that the five open
hearths are in violation of the Clean Air
Act. A series of conferences have
followed, and the Region hopes the issue
can be resolved by late May.
Meanwhile two Birmingham newspapers,
the News and the Post-Herald, have
expressed some scepticism about the
company’s assertions on the effect a
shutdown would have on jobs. The News
reported:

**U.S. Steel claims that 2,000 jobs would
be affected by closing down the furnace,
500 at first, 1,500 later, as steel
production is cut back.

“*In Gary, Ind., last fall, U.S. Steel said
4,000 people would lose their jobs if the
open hearths there were closed. The
furnaces were closed and EPA records
show that 400 steelworkers were
temporarily out of jobs but later returned
to work or retired.”’

\
CHICAGO

bunch-up

Helping Region V cities with their
transportation control plans has been a
prime goal of the regional Public Affairs
Office inrecent months. Catchy television
and radio spots, posters, bumper stickers,
and public service ads are designed to
promote car pooling, public transit, and
other ways of saving fuel and reducing
congestion.

One campaign called **Bunch-Up”’ was
put together with the help of Dick Orkin
Creative Services, who created the
“Chicken Man”’ radio comedy ads. The
“"Bunch-Up’’ television campaign has

been nominated for a public service award
at the Hollywood International Film
Fesuval. It has been widely used in the
Chicago area and has been picked to be
shown at Sears shopping centers
throughout the country.

A follow-up campaign is under way to get
people to have their cars inspected
voluntarily. The Office has been working
with Cincinnati air pollution control
officials on a similar campaign titled **I'm
Clean.”” This also is a multimedia effort,
and cars that pass the test get “‘I'm Clean”’
bumper stickers.

meetings

A national symposium on food processing
wastes was held in Madison, Wisc., April
9-11. Sponsors were EPA’s Pacific
Northwest Environmental Research
Laboratory and two canning industry
associations.

The Second National Conference on
Water Reuse was slated to be held May 4-8
in Chicago, sponsored by the American
Institute of Chemical Engineers and
EPA’s Technology Transfer Staff.

/

DALLAS

leaky can roundup

Region VI pesticide officials are helping
to locate and recall an estimated million
leaking cans of a toxic pesticide, methyl
bromide. Most of the defective cans were
packed in El Dorado, Ark., at a plant of
the Great Lakes Chemical Corp.

The recall order was issued by Region V,
since the company’s headquarters is in
West Lafayette, Ind., but Region VI is
also involved in supervising execution of
the recall order.

* Methyl bromide is used as a soil fumigant

and is packed under a number of different
brand names. It is a colorless, sometimes
odorless, liquid and is extremely
poisonous, according to Alex Gimble,
regional pesticide enforcement officer.
Skin contact with the liquid or inhaling its
fumes can be fatal.

funds and jobs

A recent EPA grant of $48 million to the
City of Fort Worth for the construction of
new wastewater treatment facilities will
create about 3,000 jobs, according to
Deputy Regional Administrator George
J. Putnicki.



KANSAS CITY

scrubber film

An educational motion picture on
scrubber systems for removing sulfur
oxides from coal burning plant emissions
is being produced by the Regional Public
Affairs Office.

The largest scrubber system in the world is
located at LaCygne, Kan., and regional
officials feel the film will help to answer
questions about this much debated
pollution control technique.

The film will follow the general format of
the Office’s film, “*Trash to Kilowatts,”’
on reclaiming energy from municipal
solid wastes. The scrubber film, not yet
titled, is expected to be finished in four to
six weeks.

water workshop

A workshop to acquaint municipal and
industry officials with the provisions of
the new Federal Safe Drinking Water Act
was held April 1 at Lake Ozark, Mo., by
EPA Region VII, the Missouri
Department of Natural Resources, and the
American Water Works Association.
Regional Administrator Jerome Svore,
Deputy Regional Administrator Charles
V. Wright, and Otmar Olson, water
supply officer, took part in the program.
Missouri Governor Christopher S. Bond
and AWWA President Robert B. Hilbert
addressed the meeting.

DENVER

getting to work

Practicing what they preach, some 74
percent of Region VIII employees
stationed at the downtown Denver offices
getto and from work by means other than
single-occupant auto commuting.

Of the employees responding, 104 are in
car pools, 99 ride buses, six walk, and
three ride bicycles.

In a city where mobile sources contribute
an estimated 90 percent of 1otal emissions
in the air, alternatives to private auto

commuting are being pushed by EPA, the
city administration, the State health
department, local businesses and citizen
groups.

Region VIII hopes to keep the “*Driving
Alone Is Exhausting’’ idea before
Denver-area motorists through posters,
bus cards, commuting-time radio spots
and other suitable devices.

EPA staff commuting habits were
surveyed in cooperation with the State’s
transportation control plan designed 1o
meet national standards in the Mile-High
City by mid-1977.

SAN FRANCISCO

airport suit

A conservation group, Friends of the
Earth, is suing the San Francisco Airport
and the Federal Aviation Administration,
trying to block an airport expansion
project until an environmental impact
study has been made.

At first the conservationists failed to get
an injunction, because the Federal judge
required them to post a $4.5-million bond
as a condition of establishing their
standing to sue. Six weeks later the U.S.
Court of Appeals reduced the bond 10
$1,000, it was promptly posted, and the
injunction was granted.

One issue in the case is whether a Federal
impact statement is required when no
Federal funds are used to begin the
project. Airport officials say the initial
work — now halted — involves no
Federal money. Other aspects of the
airport’s expansion plans will involve
Federal funds, about $50 million out of a
total cost of $385 million. The FAA is
preparing an impact statement.

SEATTLE

spokane grant

A grant of $33.7 million — largest ever
made by EPA in the Pacific Northwest —
has been awarded to the City of Spokane
for construction of new sewerage facilities
to replace the present 21-million
gallons-per-day primary treatment plant
with secondary treatment capacity of 40
million gallons a day.

Regional Administrator Clifford V. Smith
said the new plant, to be built at the
northwest edge of the city, will require
60,000 cubic yards of concrete, clarifiers
160 feet in diameter, and aeration basins
the size of a football field.

“"EPA expects the project to create a
fulltime work force of 500 persons during
the peak construction phase, and —
beyond that, once the job iscomplete —to
provide environmental protection for
years to come,”” Mr. Smith said.

The chief feature of the plant will be its
capability for removing phosphorus from
Spokane's sewage. Phosphorus is the key
nutrient which stimulates algae growth in
Long Lake, on the Spokane River about 20
miles from the city. The plant is expected
to be completed in late 1977,

gas pump survey

Almost 100 gasoline station operators in
the Region have been warned they are in
violation of Federal regulations on
no-lead gasoline.

The warnings were sent by Regional
Administrator Smith as follow-up to the
Agency’s continuing inspections of all gas
stations in Washington, Oregon, ldaho
and Alaska that are required by law to
offer unleaded gasoline. Since late last
year when the inspection program began,
more than 900 station visits have been
made.

*The cooperation of gasoline distributors
and retail operators has been
outstanding,’* Mr. Smith said. “*Inonly a
few instances was it discovered that a
station required to sell unleaded gasoline
had failed to do so.™
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